Many of our readers will be familiar with the total-cinchona-alkaloids problem, but, for those who are not, we will give a brief resume of the main points. Cinchona bark contains a number of alkaloids; of these quinine is the one that has achieved most popularity in the treatment of malaria and is therefore most in demand. This has led to the cultivation of the particular species of cinchona tree that will produce bark giving the highest yield of quinine, but it is not a hardy species and it will only grow in certain areas; in India these areas are very limited. Nevertheless, while the main demand is for quinine only, it is not an economically sound policy to grow, even in India, any but Cinchona ledgeriana with its high quinine yield. However, it has been shown that the other alkaloids of cinchona bark also have antimalarial properties; it has been claimed by some workers that with certain species of Plasmodium the action is even THE INDIAN MEDICAL GAZETTE [April, 1934 greater, and it is generally acknowledged that the action on any species is only slightly less, than that of, quinine. 
